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Records of a court constitute evidence of its official acts. 


The courts of record speak only through their records,’ which constitute the legal evidence of their 
official acts,” and not through their opinions? or oral statements. A court's records are not to be 


lightly overturned.” 


Court records are conclusive as to those matters to which those records relate,° unless attacked 
for fraud,’ and may not be contradicted within the jurisdiction of the court,® nor may they be 
collaterally impeached.” Recitals in the record of a court are not, however, conclusive with regard 


to the existence of a fact that is essential to the court's jurisdiction. ° 


Parties to a lawsuit are on constructive notice of the contents of the court record. !! 
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Conflicts. 


While it has been held that the minutes of a court prevail in the case of a conflict in the record, they 
do not prevail if it is clear that the facts are incorrectly stated in the minutes. 12 Where the opinion 


and journal of an appellate"? or trial'* court are in conflict, it has been held that the journal controls. 
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